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indebtedeness to India for much of what forms the
texture of their religious and cultural life. Neverthe-
less, if India is a living embodiment of the Spirit, Asia
is no less so: and India from that standpoint is
an organic part of it. Though a soul by herself,
she in her heart is one with Asia, her physical setting.
And it is not for nothing that she is called the heart of
the Orient. In the words of Okakura Kakuzo, "Asia
is one. The Himalayas divide, only to accentuate, two
mighty civilisations, the Chinese with its communism
of Confucius, and the Indian with its individualism of
the Vedas. But not even the snowy barriers can interrup
for one moment the broad expanse of love for the In-
finite and Universal, which is the common thought-
inheritance of every Asiatic race, enabling them to
produce all the great religions of the world, and dis-
tinguishing them from the maritime peoples of the
Mediterranean and the Baltic, who love to dwell on
the Particular, and to search out the means, not the
end, of life."

India, this great country of ours, stands with the pa-
rent continent as her grand background. Provided with
natural protection she has lived through the ages to
fulfil the mission assigned to her by the Dispenser of
her destiny. Vanished are the splendours that went by
the names of Egypt, Babylon and Greece! The empires-
that flourished in Europe exist today only in the
records of history. But from times immemorial
India has been developing herself not in isolation,
as the charge is unjustly made against hef, but in